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the  Kingdom  of  God  in  morals,  fo  is  the 
right  of  fuffrage  in  a  reprefentative  conftitution; 
that  great  effential  good  to  which  every  other 
is  fubordinate.  Let  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  feek 
this  in  preference  to  all  advantages.  Let  them 
feek  it  with  temper,  with  perfeverance,  and 
with  unanimity  ;  if  their  fuccefs  be  not  imme¬ 
diate,  at  leafl  the  period  at  which  they  muft 
fucceed,  cannot  be  remote. 

It  is  not  the  objed  of  this  EfTay  to  fugged  a 
change  in  the  conftitution  of  Ireland ;  we  live  un¬ 
der  a  wife  and  fortunate  organization  of  Society. 
It  does  not  recommend  a  novel  projed,  fuch  as 
might  nufe  the  fpeculative,  or  diftrad  the  in- 
duftrious.  The  exclufion  of  the  Irifh  Catholics 
from  the  right  of  voting  for  their  reprefenta-. 
tives,  is  not  fandioned  by  the  prefcription  of  fe- 
venty  years.  He  who  propofes  to  reftore  a 
privilege,  of  which  the  exercife  has  been  only 
fufpended  during  that  fhort  period,  cannot,  with 
juftice,  be  accufed  of  innovation  or  experiment. 
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Still  lefs  do  I  infinuate  that  violence  ought  to 
be  employed,  or  is  likely  to  prove  efficacious. 
Few  political  benefits  are  of  fufficient  value  to 
be  purchafed  by  commotion.  I  fhall  demon- 
ftrate  hereafter,  that  nothing  would  be  fo  likely 
to  extinguiffi  our  hopes  for  ever,  as  the  fubfti- 
tution  of  our  natural  flrength,  for  our  political 
influence. 

There  exifts  in  our  communion  no  inconfi- 
derable  flock  both  of  talents  and  influence  ;  if 
we  concentrate  the  latter,  and  bring  the  former  to 
bear  upon  the  queflion,  we  are  fupported  by 
every  principle  of  juflice,  and  rule  of  policy  ;  it 
will  not  be  poffible  to  refufe  us  a  participation 
in  the  advantages  of  rational  liberty.  But  a 
complete  co-operation  is  eflential  to  our  fuccefs. 
If  there  fhould  ever  arife  among  us  a  ridiculous 
cabal  of  men,  ambitious  of  rule  without  ability 
to  regulate  ;  who,  actuated  by  vanity  and  jea- 
loufy,  ^viil  endeavour  to  eftrange  from  our  caufe 
the  men  of  rank  of  the  party,  its  natural  leaders  ; 
and  one  after  the  other  to  difguft  and  difcoun- 
tenance  the  men  of  letters, its  natural  auxiliaries; 
fuch  perfons  may  mean  well,  but  their  good  in¬ 
tentions  will  only  retard,  not  avert,  what  they 
will  deferve,  the  execration  of  the  body,  whole 
caufe  they  caricature,  and  whofe  interefl  they 
injure.  1  fpeak  of  what  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
guard  againft.  To  fway  in  fuch  a  body,  as  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  is  no  vulgar  temptation  • 
but  if  any  be  deluded  by  this  hope  into  the  mea- 
fures  I  have  recited,  they,  and  not  the  array  of 
Squires  who  figure  in  Falkner’s  Journal,  will 
be  the  formidable  enemies  of  the  Irifh  Catho¬ 
lics. 
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Far  he  it  from  me  to  fuppofe  that  the  caufe 
of  a  great  people  depends  for  fuccefs  upon  the 
interpofition  of  any  one,  or  any  few  individuals, 
be  their  fituation  ever  fo  elevated.  The  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  Roman  Catholic  queftion  mull: 
prefs  itfelf  forward  in  this  Kingdom.  But  {fill 
the  co-operation  of  the  moft  eminent  of  our 
perfuafion  would  be  valuable.  It  were  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  imagine  that  they  do  not  earneftly  defire 
the  abolition  of  the  laws,  which  profcribe  their 
religion.  I  have  no  authority  to  affert,  but  I 
have  good  grounds  to  believe,  that  they  would 
not  be  reluctant  to  engage  in  the  conflitutional 
purfuit  of  the  privilege  of  iuffrage.  If  they 
Hand  aloof  in  paflive  acquiefcence,  it  is  that  the 
meafures  of  our  body  appear  to  them  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  a  degree  of  fuperfiuous  buftle,  of 
which  the  tendency  is  not  eaiily  difcernable.  It 
is  the  d'iefign  of  this  publication  to  represent  the 
practicability  if  a  tranquil  emancipation ,  and  to 
interefl  in  the  fupport  of  it  thofe  who  shave  hi- 
therto  appeared  neuter. 

Parliament  is  provided  by  the  Britifh  ccnfti- 
tution,  as  the  natural  refort  of  the  fubjcCt,  in 
which  he  fhall  expofe  his  grievances  and  leek 
redrefs  of  them.  An  appeal  to  this  tribunal 
bears  no  Angularity  on  the  face  of  it.  .If  the 
law  of  the  land  interfered  in  any  .other  manner 
with  our  happinefs  or  property  we  fhould  alike 
remonftrate.  I  do  not  fee  why  the  proceeding 
deferves  to  be  more  ferioujly  conlidered  than 
any  other  litigation  in  the  ordinary  courts  of 
juftice. 

By  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  fame 
conftitution,  the  privilege  of  ypting  for  Repre- 
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fcntatives  is  a  property,  and  accrues  in  co  nfe- 
quence  of  the  poflfeflion  of  a  freehold,  as  natu¬ 
rally  as  the  dominion  over  the  timber,  which 
the  eftate  produces.  If  a  capricious  a£t  of  par¬ 
liament  prohibited  any  defcription  of  proprietors 
from  cutting  down  the  timber  upon  their  es¬ 
tates,  it  could  not  be  pronounced  extraordinary 
by  any  reafonable  man,  that  they  fhould  folicit 
a  repeal  of  the  ftatute,  and  fupport  the  fuit  with 
their  united  influence.  The  cafe  before  us  is 
exactly  parallel. 

I  enter  into  this  definition  of  the  claim  of  the 
Catholics,  becaufe  in  the  arguments  on  either 
fide  it  has  often  appeared  to  be  confounded  with 
numerical  reprefentation.  It  is  immaterial  to 
the  prefent  difcuflion  whether  that  fpecies  of  po¬ 
litical  inftitution  be  wife  or  vicious.  It  is  not 
connected  with  the  demand  we  make  upon  our 
country.  The  Catholics  have  never  fought 
that  the  members  of  their  body  fhould  be  cre¬ 
ated  electors  by  a£t  of  parliament,  but  that  the 
capacity  to  become  electors  according  to  the 
ordinary  forms  of  the  conftitution  be  reftored 
to  our  perfons  ;  that  the  privilege  of  being  re- 
prefented  be  re-annexed  to  our  freeholds.  This 
pretenfion  has  been  precifely  expreffed  in  the 
Addrefs  of  the  Catholics  of  Waterford  to  the 
nation,  a  paper  which  has  been  generally  well 
received  by  the  members  of  our  communion. 

A  queftion  here  challenges  notice,  which 
has  been  agitated  among  the  Catholics  them- 
felves,  and  which  furnifhes  a  pretext  of  dif- 
fent  to  a  fmall  minority  of  Belfaft.  The 
town,  moft  confpicuous  in  Ireland  by  the 
fuperior'  information,  public  fpirit,  and  Hbe- 
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rality  of  its  citizens,  and  elevated  far  indeed 
beyond  my  panegyric.  The  importance  of 
the  acquifition  is  urged  to  deter  us  from 
making  trie  privilege  of  fuffrage  our  immediate 
claim.  We  are  advifed  to  commence  by  thefe 
requifitions,  which  may  be  conceded  with  moft 
facility,  becaufe  upon  thefe  articles  it  is  fuppofed 
that  the  fpirit  of  Proteftant  oppofition  is  lefs 
vehement.  Whilft  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of 
the  greateft  good,  I  fhould  not  abfolutely  rejedt 
a  lefler.  But  as  our  condition  can  never  be 
comfortable,  until  we  fhall  be  created  citizens 
of  the  country,  we  ought  to  fix  a  fteady  eye 
upon  this  point,  and  diredt  thither  the  entire 
force  of  our  expeditions  and  adrivity. 

I  fuppofe  that  there  is  not  in  Ireland  a  Roman 
Catholic,  who  does  not  earneflly  defire  an  equa¬ 
lization  of  franchifes.  It  would  have  been  at 
any  time  a  defpicable  artifice  to  have  dxffembled 
that  laudable  and  natural  ambition :  from  the 
notoriety  of  our  hopes,  our  fentiments,  and  our 
exertions,  it  would  be  at  prefent  impradticable. 
As  the  lefler  conceflion  is  but  a  gradation  to 
the  greater,  every  man,  who  defires  to  oppofe 
us,  will,  if  we  divide  our  queftion,  make  a  ftand 
at  each  article,  and  conteft  it  with  a  degree  of 
pertinacity  not  proportionate  to  the  objedt  itfelf, 
but  to  that  more  important  conceflion,  which 
is  ultimately  involved  in  it.  If  we  folicit  gra- 
datim,  we  lhall  be  liable  at  each  ftep  to  the  im¬ 
putation  of  infatiability  and  ingratitude.  Gen¬ 
tlemen  have  faid  laft  winter  that  they  had  never 
confidered  the  queftion  of  fuffrage  :  if  it  vrere 
permitted  to  lie  dormant  for  a  century,  the 
fame  apology  would  be  offered  to  pofterity. 

UntiJ 
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Untii  it  be  placed  fo  fully  before  them,  that 
they  cannot  turn  alide  from  the  difcuffion,  it 
never  will  be  in  the  contemplation  of  perfons, 
who  have  no  inducement  to  revolve  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  their  minds,  and  a  great  many  reafons 
of  intereft  not  to  comply  with  it. 

I  further  objedt  to  this  progreffiverequifition, 
becaufe  it  mult  difguft  every  man  of  fpirit ;  and 
whilft  it  alienates  from  us  thofe,  of  whom  the 
aid  is  moft  deferable,  gives  leifure,  courage,  and 
decifion  to  our  enemies.  Whilft  our  demands 
are  at  the  higheft,  our  opponents  will  occafion- 
ally  endeavour  to  compromife  5  let  the  fmalleft 
favour  be  the  prayer  of  our  petition — even  that 
they  will  refill  as  innovation.  I  fpeak  from 
experience.  In  1792  weafked  ele&ive  fran- 
chife,  and  obtained  the  law  profeflions;  in  1783 
we  entreated  that  Roman  Catholics  might  be 
eligible  to  the  fix  medical  profefforfhips  then 
erected  ;  the  propofal  was  refilled  with  not 
lefs  vehemence  than  if  we  demanded  the  Prima¬ 
cy  for  a  Popiflh  Patriarch.  I  obferve  alfo,  that 
during  the  period  of  our  moll  refpedful  acqui- 
efcence,  not  only  we  were  not  complimented, 
but  new  penalties  were  *  enabled  ;I  therefore 
conclude  that  we  are  confiderable  Infers  by 
our  palfive  expe&ation. 

The  obllacle  to  our  emancipation  in  this 
view  is  the  prejudice  of  certain  Protellants,  and 
fome  wild,  nonfenficaj  theory  which  fuppofes 

*  The  chief  of  thefe  were  the  e^clufion  from  the  direction  of 
the  Bank,  from  the  fchool  of  Phyfic,  different  claufes  relative  to 
the  oofTtffion  of  fire  arms,  a  privation  of  the  right  of  voting  at 
yeftries,  fee.  &c.  See  the  digeft  of  the  Popery  laws  faid  to  have 
Seen  prepared  under  the  infpeftion  pf  the  Hon.  Mr.  Butler. 
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that  we  are  not  competent  to  enjoy  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  liberty;  that  it  criminal  to  be  a  Catho¬ 
lic,  and  dangerous  to  truft  us.  I  will  not  con- 
defcend  to  appropriate  a  line  to  the  refutation 
of  thefe  abfurdities  ;  the  authors  and  fupporters 
of  fuch  rhapfody  (at  leaft  fuch  of  them  as  are 
ferious)  deferve  Bedlam.  But  nothing  can  be 
more  prepofterous  than  that  we  fhould  fofar  com¬ 
ply  with  thefe  filly  chimeras,  as  by  any  means 
to  include  them  in  our  confideration  ;  by  yield¬ 
ing  for  an  inftant  we  fandlion  the  imputations, 
and  fuffer  them  to  acquire  vigour  ;  as  we  ten¬ 
der  our  moral  character  in  Society  wTe  fhould 
loudly  affert  that  the  propofition  is  univerfally 
falfe,  and  the  prejudices  univerfally  groundlefs. 
If  we  curtail  a  fmgle  iota  from  our  claim,  it  is 
an  evidence  that  we  do  not  think  it  juft  ;  if  wc 
omit  any  occafion  of  public  and  parliamentary 
difcuflion,  it  may  be  inferred  that  we  are  awed 
by  confcience.  Unlefs  our  adverfaries  were  aware 
that  the  reafon  of  our  caufe  is  irrefiftable,  and 
that  relief  muft  follow  clofeupon  inveftigation, 
why  fhould  they  endeavour  by  fo  much  aflidu- 
ity  to  divert,  and  by  fo  many  manoeuvres  to 
deter  us,  from  fubmitting  our  claim  to  the  le- 
giflature. 

If  we  fhall  previoufly  acquire  the  capacity  to 
become  electors,  the  amoval  of  other  difqualifi- 
cations  muft  enfue  fpeedily,  whereas  to  com¬ 
mence  by  the  latter  will  rather  obftrudt  us  in 
the  purfuit  of  the  former. 

There  exifts,  at  prefent  very  few  means  of 
influencing  Roman  Catholics.  When  a  proud 
or  an  a&ive  fpirit  ariies  in  the  party,  his  exer¬ 
tions  are  rather  fharpened  by  the  view  of  thole 
advantages  he  is  deprived  of.  All  the  defcrip- 

tions 


(  8  ) 

tions  of  corruption  which,  without  offending 
delicacy, undermine  virtue, are  utterly  impracti¬ 
cable  ;  let  us  be  made  eligible  to  the  army, 
the  revenue,  and  to  fituations  of  municipal  im¬ 
portance  ;  it  only  turns  upon  our  party  the  arts 
of  political  debauchery,  and  procures  the  means 
to  take  off  our  leaders.  The  man  of  weight 
will  be  complimented  with  a  pair  of  colours 
for  his  fon  or  brother,  a  place  in  fome  public 
office  for  a  relation  or  dependant.  It  mufl  be 
truly  a  coarfe  mind  which  will  not  reject  plain 
money,  but  whilfl  obligations  of  this  nature 
are  conferred,  many  will  not  refufeto  gra¬ 
tify  their  powerful  friend,  by  endeavouring  fa 
reprefs  the  diffatisfaCtion  of  their  brethren. 

This  fpecies  of  progreffive  emancipation 
would  not,  as  is  fuppofed  by  the  Proteflant  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  experiment,  prepare  the  Catho¬ 
lics  for  complete  liberty.  *  Almoft  every  re- 
ftriCtion  operates  upon  ranks  utterly  unconnec¬ 
ted  with  each  other.  It  mufl  not  be  concluded 
that,  becaufe  the  Catholic  gentry  have  been 
qualified,  for  five  or  more  years,  to  receive  the 
commiffion  of  the  peace,  a  Catholic  peafant 
will,  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  exercife 
more  foundly  his  difcretion  as  an  eleftor.  The 
fame  reafoning  applies  equally  to  another 
expedient  which  has  been  recommended,  ad¬ 
mitting  at  the  outfet  freeholders  of  large  pro¬ 
perty,  fuppofe  i  oo£.  annually.  As  the  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  Catholics  proceeds  principally 

*  I  comply  with  the  common  cant  in  arguing  this  matter,  but 
if  liberty  means  the  exercife  of  franchife,  it  requires  lefs  difcern- 
ment  to  chufe  a  member  of  parliament  than  to  purchafe  a  cow  at 
a  fair;  any  man  who  has  underftanding  fufficient  to  acquire 
a  i o£.  freehold,  or  to  retain  it,  if  acquired  for  him,  is  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  vote  at  his  county  ele&ion.  * 

from 
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from  thofe,  who  have  a  private  intereft  in 
abridging  the  number  of  electors,  it  will  not 
appear  difficult  to  account  for  this  propofal;  but 
I  do  not  imagine  a  fenfible  ad  mini  fixation  will 
ever  adopt  it :  it  is  not  poffible  to  devife  any 
means  more  likely  to  produce  mifchief  A 
breach  in  the  fortrefs,  altho’  calculated  buc  for 
the  admiffion  of  a  few,  would  not  lefs  effe  du¬ 
ally  betray  its  weaknefs  than  if  it  gave  accefs 
to  the  entire  people;  in  addition  to  their  prefect 
difeontents  the  excluded  portion  would  become 
clamorous  from  jeaioufy,  and  they  would  be 
more  untradlable,  as  they  might  imagine  them-  7 
felves  betrayed  by  their  leaders,  and  the  men  of 
property  would  lole  their  influence.  Altho’  it 
be  not  immediately  before  us,  I  muft  obferve 
here,  that  the  qualification  for  franchife  pro- 
pofed  laft  winter  in  fome  refolutions  of  the 
Catholic  committee,  and  faid  to  have  been, 
mentioned  to  the  Britifh  minifters,  was  moll  in  -  - 
judicioufiy  feledfed,and  proves  that  the  perfons, 
who  undertook  the  management  of  this  tran- 
fadtion,  did  not  underftand  it.  The  freehold¬ 
ers  of  the  counties  of  the  towns  of  Cork,  Dub¬ 
lin,  Waterford,  Limerick,  Galway  and  Drog¬ 
heda,  a  great  part  of  the  trading  intereft,  were 
not  comprifed  within  the  plan  ;  and  as  the  de¬ 
gree  of  relief  propofed,  was  rather  fubftantial, 
and  included  many,  it  would  have  been  proba¬ 
bly  a  work  of  time  and  trouble  to  repair  the 
overfight ;  a  convincing  evidence  that  adts 
which  may  be  fuppofed  to  emanate  from  the 
wilhes  of  an  entire  people,  and  in  which  errors 
may  be  eternally  conclufive,  fhould  be  weighed 
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with  more  than  the,  accuftomed  circumfpec- 
tion. 

Franchife  is,  in  this  country,  either  perfonal 
as  in  boroughs,  or  accruing  from  the  poffeffion 
of  freehold  property.  I  exclude  the  former 
from  my  fcheme  of  reafoning,  becaufe  I  do  not 
think  it  enviable  to  be  connected  with  them. 
The  law  which  ihould  authorize  Catholic  free¬ 
holders  to  vote  at  the  election  of  reprefen ta- 
lives,  would  not  convey  the  franchife  itfelf,  but 
the  capacity  to  exercife  it,  when  the  cu^Uficati- 
on  had  been  already  procured  by  tfr  "  Minary 
means  of  acquifition.  As  from  the  rigour  oft' 
laws,  the  Catholics  have  been,  until  lately, 
prohibited  to  obtain  that  fpecies  of  landed 
property, confidered  with  relation  to  their  num¬ 
bers,  they  poflefs  few  freeholds.  They  only 
can  acquire  them  from  Proteftants,  who,  it  is 
prefumed,  will  not  alienate  for  the  mere  pur- 
pofe  of  creating  a  Catholic  influence  ;  our  ad- 
million  to  franchife  muft;  therefore  be  necefla- 
rily  gradual,,  and  the  law,  which  fhould  cancel 
the  exclufion, -cannot  for  a  confiderable  period 
communicate  any  material  degree  of  weight 
to  the  Catholics  ;  it  will  merely  operate  as  an 
<xOl  of  humanity  by  aholifhing  the  fyftem  of 
vexatious  partiality,  which  grinds  the  poor, 
and  as  an  a£t  of  national  policy,  by  creating  a 
fubftantial  yeomanry  in  the  SouthernProvinces; 
imlefs  the  Proteftants  fhould  alienate,  and 
the  Catholics  acquire  landed  property  in  an 
over  proportion,  the  fame  ftate  of  things  muft 
be  eternal. 
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I  therefore  infill  that  to  reftore  the  Catholics 
to  the  capacity  for  fuffrage,  and  leave  the  ac~ 
quifition  of  that  fuffrage  to  their  induftry,  is  no 
more  than  a  ejadual  emancipation.  That  of  all 

O  a 

other  modes  this  is  moil  confonant  to  the  ide^ 
of  thofe,  who  defire  to  aifociate  the  Catholics 
from  time  to  time  into  the  conftitution  :  for  if 
the  right  of  fuffrage  be  withheld  for  fifty  years, 
it  will  then  be  neceffary  to  admit  all,  who  during 
that  fpace  of  time  ftiall  have  acquired  freeholds; 
whereas  aSprefent  only  a  portion  can  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  vote,  and  fo  pr  ogre  {lively  a  new  portion 
every  general  ele&don. 

Finally,  that  the  project  for  removing  the 
penalties  againil  the  Catholics  from  time  to 
time,  &  ftriatim ,  is  not  a  fcheme  of  progreffive 
emancipation,  but  furnifhes  to  minifters  the 
means  of  jobbing  with  the  Catholics,  of  retain¬ 
ing  them  in  expectation,  and  confequently  in 
dependance. 

And  certainly  the  opportunity  will  be  im¬ 
proved  to  the  public  detriment;  the  minifter  who 
can  attach  three  millions  and  an  half  to  his  per- 
fon  by  an  ad:  of  juft  ice,  which  all  Europe  muft 
applaud,  may  attempt  any  meafure;  he  has  only 
to  conciliate  the  Catholics  bv  ccnceffions, 

v  * 

which  the  Proteftants  deny,  and  thus  fecure  im¬ 
punity.  The  individual,  in  public  life,  may 
fupport  that  minifter,  be  he  ever  fo  profligate; 
let  him  but  reprobate  the  popery  laws,  the 
favor  of  the  great  body  of  his  countrymen  will 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  popularity  with  the 
remainder. 

C  2  The 
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The  fame  intereft,  which  prompts  us  to  feek 
the  removal  of  this  difquali.fi  cation,  may  pro¬ 
duce  in  others  a  defire  to  continue  it.  They  are 
authorized  to  refill  our  application.  But  as  it 
is  our  duty  to  folicit,  fo  is  it  theirs  to  oppofe 
with  decorum.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Catho¬ 
lics  have  failed  in  moderation,  but  I  conlider 
their  adverfaries  fcandaloudy  deficient.  The 
proceedings  on  our  part  have  been  refpefliful, 
on  theirs  authoritative  ;  we  have  prayed  for 
harmony,  whilft  they  threatened  confufion;  we 
have  fpoken  of  peace, .whilft  they  vociferated 
bloodfhed.  I  mull  repeat  after  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  of  Waterford,  that  the  propenfity  to  fe- 
dition  in  this  kingdom  is  among  the  afcendan- 
cy  confederations  of  Dublin  and  the  grand  ju¬ 
ries  ;  that  if  tumult  be  in  agitation,  thofe  who 
threaten  or  forebode  it  mull  underfiand  the 
means  and  have  concerted  the  projeT.  They 
alone  are  fufpicious,  they  alone  are  guilty  of  in¬ 
decent  intimidation* 

In  purfuit  of  the  great  advantages  we  hold 
in  view,  no  mean  obftacles  are  to  be  furmount- 
ed.  We  mull  encounter  a  formidable  array  of 
pafiions,  prejudices  and  interells.  All  thofe  in 
every  rank  of  life  who  have  tailed  the  Iweets 
of  monopoly,  and  are  defirous  to  protrafl  the 
enjoyment.  Every  feeble  mind,  the  prey  of 
vulgar  errors;  every  ungenerous  wretch  who  de¬ 
lights  in  dominion.  The  whole  tribe  of  pfeudo 
philanthropes  fo  common  in  Ireland,  wdio, 
wrapt  in  the  admiration  of  French  or  Ameri¬ 
can  liberty  cannot  fpare  acompalfionate  thought 
for  their  enflaved  brethren.  Who  as  dying  mi- 
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fers  were  wont  to  ranfom  then*  fouls,  think  they 
have  offered  an  adequate  trjqpte  of  adoration 
to  the  God  of  freedom,  and  expiated  the  errors 
of  their  paflions,  by  a  fuperfluous  facrifice 
which  no  paffion  is  concerned  to  prevent. 

We  are  animated  by  the  juftice  of  our  caufe, 
that  repugnance  to  fubmit  to  degradation,  the 
growth  of  every  noble  mind.  Our  perfonal 
honor  which  is  tarnifhed,  whilft  we  fuffer  with¬ 
out  complaint  that  the  public  records  of  our 
country  pronounce  us  defpicable  or  dangerous. 
Our  individual  happinel's  and  the  intereft  of 
thofe  who  fhall  fucceed  us. 

Credite ,  qui  nunc  ejl^populum,  populumque  futu~ 
rum , 

Permixtas  offer  re  preces ,  bcec  libera  nafci , 

Heec  vult  turba  moru 

It  fhould  ftimulate  us,  that  aitho’  the  paths  of 
preferment  be  no  longer  interdicted  by  the  le~ 
giflature,  yet  whilft  w;e  want  that  quality  which 
in  a  government,  fuch  as  ours,  conftitutes  the 
foie  recommendation,  we  muft  embark  in  thefe 
purfuits  under  the  di  fcou  rage  meat  of  partiality 
and  preference,  which  the  pofteflion  oi  political 
importance  produces  to  our  di  fad  vantage. 

We  learn  from  the  very  opposition  the  value 
and  neceflity  of  our  perfonal  exertions  ;  it  is 
vehement, and  we  are  told  will  be  eternal;  ftrong 
reafons  not  to  abandon  our  caufe  to  accident,  or 
the  cafual  progrefs  of  liberality.  There  ap¬ 
pears  at  prefent  more  reluctance  to  admit  us 
than  at  the  period  of  the  Convention;  and  if  we 

luffer  our  claim  to  lie  dormant  for  half  a  ceotu- 
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ry,  in  proportion  as  the  monopoly  of  conftitu- 
tion  becomes  more  valuable,  thofe  who  hold  it5 
will  be  more  intent  on  our  exclufion.  At  fome 
period  this  repugnance  muft  be  met  with  firm- 
nefs;  I  can  forefee  no  change  of  circum- 
ftances  which  will  render  a  future  more  eligi¬ 
ble  than  the  prefent  feafon;  our  numbers  are 
not  likely  to  decreafe,  and  our  religious  fenti- 
ments,  the  pretext  of  fo  much  averfion,  are 
immutable. 

The  caution  deduced  from  the  prefent  ftate  of 
France  has  been  fo  often  demon  ftra ted  errone¬ 
ous,  that  I  think  it  here  unneceffary  to  expatiate 
on  the  fubjedt.  If  gentlemen  are  permitted  to 
poftpone  a  difcuflion  upon  which  they  defire 
never  to  enter,  until  the  world,  or  even  until 
Europe  fhall  be  tranquil:  they  will  find  to  the 
end  of  time,  one  pretext  or  other  for  the  ad¬ 
journment. 

If  I  were  entitled  to  the  joint-pofleffion  of  a 
tenement,  and  informed  by  the  occupier  that 
he  doubted  not  the  validity  of  my  claim,  but 
indeed  a  neighbouring  concern  being  on  fire, 
he  was  fo  intent,  gazing  on  the  conflagration, 
or  taking  precautions  to  guarantee  himfeif 
from  the  eflfe&s  of  it,  that  he  could  not  at  pre¬ 
fent  render  jufiice  to  me  ;  I  fhpuld  reply,  give 
me  admittance,  that  I  may  protect  our  common 
property  ;  but  circumftanced  as  I  now  am,  I 
have  not  the  power,  nor  indeed  much  inclinati¬ 
on  to  afiift  you. 

Our  enemies  have  frequently  endeavoured  to 
complicate  our  proceedings  with  thofe  of  France ; 
our  friends  too  have  fometimes  imagined  that 
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the  fuccefs  of  the  popular  party  in  that  country 
fhould  encourage  us.  The  firft  we  all  difclaim  in 
common  ;  the  fecond,  (I  offer  the  opinion  of  an 
individual,)  ought  not  to  produce  the  fmajieft 
effedt  upon  our  proceedings,  ought  not  for  an 
inftant  to  animate  or  retard  us.  We  cannot 
confider  France  a  model,  but  merely  as  a  coun¬ 
try  eligible  for  emigration.  If  two  or  three 
years  ago  they  had  ceafed  to  reform,  and  fettled 
the  nation  under  a  conftitution  of  well  eontroul- 
ed  monarchy  ;  it  would  have  been  now  the 
afylum  of  the  oppreffed  ;  furrounding  govern¬ 
ments  muft  have  relaxed,  or  they  would  have 
been  depopulated,  and  Liberty  would  have 
found  its  level  throughout  Europe. 

So  long  as  the  lettlement  of  France  is  pro- 
craftinated,  the  events  which  take  place  there 
can  produce  no  effedt  upon  our  emancipation ; 
on  the  contrary,  her  freedom  tarnifhed  with  fe¬ 
rocity,  and  degenerating  in  the  opinion  of  many 
perfons,  into  licentioufnefs,  rather  deters  mode¬ 
rate  men  from  giving  their  fandtion  to  popular 
proceedings. 

Whatever  may  be  the  iffue  of  the  conteft, 
Defpotifm  is  fubverted ;  at  the  conclufion  cf 
the  war,  France  will  (land  in  need  of  po¬ 
pulation  and  property.  Even  if  the  royalifts 
fucceed,  there  is  a  revolution  in  public  opinion, 
which  will  prevent  the  poffibility  of  reftoring 
the  former  deteflable  domination;  under  an 
impreffion  a  republic  is  an  unwieldy,  and  a 
dangerous  form  of  government  for  a  large  ftate, 
and  that  the  endeavour  to  eftablifh  it  in  France 
retards  the  fettlement  of  the  country,  if  I  were 

to 
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to  form  a  with,  it  would  not  be  for  the  perpe¬ 
tuity  of  the  Gallic  Commonwealth. 

We  certainly  cannot  carry  our  caufeinthe 
teeth  of  adminillration;  whoever  may  be  the 
minifter  of  the  day  muft  be  with  us.  But  it 
muft  not  therefore  be  concluded  that  minifters 
are  to  be  won  by  tame  cringing,  indefinite  ac~ 
quiefcence.  Without  rudenefs  to  the  Sovereign 
power,  we  can  have  no  difficulty  to  convince  a 
ipinifter  that  this  numerous  body  of  fubjedts 
are  extremely  material  to  his  interefts,  and  the 
interefts  of  government.  If  we  have  fpirit  and 
be  unanimous,  like  the  Quakers,  Prefbyterians, 
or  any  other  clafs  of  men  in  the  nation,  he  will 
without  difficulty  difcover  the  alteration  in  our 
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fituation  and  fentiments,  and  he  will  comply 
with  us. 

It  is  equally  true,  that  adminillration  at  pre- 
ient  feems  to  countenance  the  oppofition  againft 
us.  But  this  circutnftance  it  is  eafy  to  account 
for.  The  Catholics  are  fcattered  and  difunited; 
if  a  minifter  efpoufed  their  caufe,  they  could 
not  protedt  him  againft  the  multitude  of  ene¬ 
mies  he  fhould  excite.  They  muft  arrange 
themfelves  into  a  compadt  body,  attached  to 
their  friends,  hoftile  to  their  enemies,  and  ready 
to  receive  with  open  arms  the  man  who  faces 
danger  in  their  fer vice*  On  no  other  terms  can 
a  minifter  be  expected  to  patronize  them.  A  pa-^ 
triot  ftateftnan  might  generoufly  volunteer  to 
relieve  his  country:  but  like  Turgot,  he  would 
fall  a  facrifice  to  thofe  who  have  an  intereft  in 
the  abufes. 

It  may  be  prefumed  that  the  Catholks  are  in 
a  ftate  of  probation.  That  our  powerful  ad~ 

verfaries 
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verfaries  have  undertaken  to  filence,  or  to  inti¬ 
midate  us.  That  the  minifter  is  therefore  neu¬ 
ter,  but,  if  he  fees  thefe  gentlemen  unable  to 
fulfil  their  contrad,  that  he  will  confent  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  if  allured  we 
were  in  earned,  the  Britifh  cabinet  would  adopt 
this  mode  of  condud,  for  we  muft  otherwife 
be  an  impediment  to  its  operations.  I  put 
out  of  the  queftion  the  poflibility  that  we  Ihould 
take  arms,  to  which  I  have  one  folid  and  un- 
fuperable  objedion,  the  impoflibility  offuccefs. 
But  the  adminiftration  of  the  Empire  could 
never  undertake  any  meafure  of  importance, 
whilft  in  its  rere,  is  placed  the  incumbrance  of 
three  or  four  difcontented  millions,  unwilling 
to  aflift  in  cafe  of  emergency. 

Does  not  tommon  fenfe  point  out  that  it 
would  be  much  more  defirous  to  fatisfy  this 
hoft  and  to  attach  them  to  the  crown,  efpecial- 
ly  when  the  boon  is  not  at  the  expence  of  the 
crown  itfelf,  but  of  the  Ariftocracy,  a  corps 
wrhich  Kings  may  dread,  but  fcarcely  can  ef- 
teem  ;  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  Irifli  Arif¬ 
tocracy  is  formed  to  be  peculiarly  hateful  to 
the  monarch,  for  it  afieds  a  controlling  power 
independant  of  him. 

I  do  not  believe  that  antient  or  modern  his¬ 
tory  affords  a  frngle  inftance,  in  which  the  fu- 
preme  power  made  conceflions  from  benevo¬ 
lence;  atleafhif  there  exift  fuch  circumftances  not 
exadly  before  my  memory,  they  are  fo  lingu¬ 
lar  as  not  to  conllitute  a  precedent;  it  would 
be  equally  wife,  like  the  Jews,  to  reft  our  hopes 
upon  a  miraculous  deliverance,  as  to  exped  that 
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any  minifter  will  undertake  our  caufe,  unlefs 
under  aconvidtion  that  it  is  expedient.  To 
create  this  expedience  is  our  duty. 

We  fhould  not  have  procured  the  freedom 
of  our  legiflature,  or  extenfion  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  with  fo  much  facility,  unlefs  the  Britifh 
minifter  had  conlented  ;  but  we  never  fhould 
have  obtained  that  confent  if  we  had  expected 
the  operation  of  his  benevolence.  The  nation 
demanded  its  rights  on  that  occafion  with  una¬ 
nimity,  and  the  minifter  yielded  ;  not  becaufe 
he  thought  it  impoffible  to  fubdue  the  fpirit ; 
but  becaufe  he  felt,  as  every  prudent  minifies 
mil  ft  feel  in  fimilar  circumftances,  that  it  is  po¬ 
litic  to  retain  the  people  in  temper  by  reasona¬ 
ble  conceflions,  and  that  the  advantages,  to  be 
derived  from  a  victory  would  not  conftitute  an 
equivalent  to  the  evils  by  which  it  is  pur- 
chafed. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  not  apprehenfive  that  the  Lon¬ 
don  fhop-keepers  would  excite  an  infurrec- 
tiorr,  when  he  very  reluctantly  gave  up  his 
favourite  fhop-tax.  But  he  was  aware,  that 
adhering  to  a  meafure,  in  the  face  of  a  fpirited 
and  perfe  vering  body,  created  a  multitude  of  ene¬ 
mies,  with  whom  it  was  not  prudent  to  be  at 
variance.  The  body  of  the  Irifh  Catholics 
are  entitled  from  the  minifter  to  about  ten 
thoufand  times  the  degree  of  confide  ration 
which  fhould  be  annexed  to  the  London  fhop- 
keepers.  But  we  have  been  hitherto  defective 
in  fpirit  and  unanimity. 

I  enter  into  this  detail,  becaufe  when  one 
talks  of  a  fpirited  opposition,  it  is  no  uncom- 
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mon  interrogation,,  do  you  mean  to  revolt  ?  I 
anfwer,I  do  not  recommend  revolt;  it  is  not  like¬ 
ly  to  fucceed,  and  I  fcarcely  think  that  any  poli¬ 
tical  good  is  worth  the  purchafe  of  confuiion. 
France  has  inftruried  mankind  how  a  Revolu¬ 
tion  may  be  brought  about,  and  why  it  ought 
not  to  be  attempted. 

It  is  the  very  effence  of  a  free  conftitution, 
and,  perhaps,  its  principal  advantage,  that  it 
provides  expedients  for  relief,  other  than  by  vio¬ 
lence.  The  Irifh  organization  of  Society  was 
framed  for  the  purpofe  of  preferring  liberty  ;  it 
is  only  extreme  force  which  can  pervert  it  to 
oppreffion.  Still  many  rights  remain  which  it 
is  impoflible  to  wreft  from  us;  By  the  tempe¬ 
rate  and  judicious  ufe  of  them,  and  of  our  in¬ 
fluence,  the  remainder  will  be  eafily  recovered. 
Having  ftated  on  other  occafions,  how  thefe 
means  may  be  employed  to  advantage,  I  fhall 
not  fwell  this  effay  by  repetition,  (fee  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  United  Irifhmen  of  Belfaft, 
page  24). 

It  is  not  impoffible  that  the  parliamentary 
proprietors  would  rifk  a  civil  war  rather  than 
do  us  juflice  ;  at  leaft  the  conjecture  is  proba¬ 
ble,  from  the  recent  threats  thrown  out  by  their 
adherents  in  the  grand  juries,  and  in  the  circu¬ 
lar  letter  of  the  corporation  of  Dublin  ;  a  com¬ 
pilation  of  prefumptuous  nonfenfe,  worthy  an 
aggregate  of  lunatics  ;  which  I  do  not  hefi- 
tate  to  pronounce,  a  moil  ufeful  and  fortunate 
publication  for  the  Irifh  Catholics,  as  it  expofes, 
in  the  cleared;  manner,  the  nature  of  their  claims, 
and  the  arrogant  pretentions  of  their  oppo- 
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nents.  Thcfe  gentlemen  are  aware,  that  their 
influence  muft  decreafe  in  proportion  as  that 
of  the  nation  rifes.  They  know,  that  neither 
the  conftitution  now  eftablifhed,  nor  the  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  nor  the  unity  of  the  Empire, 
could  be  endangered  by  reftoring  to  the  Catho¬ 
lics  the  capacity  to  become  electors.  But  they 
know  that  thofe  Roman  Catholics,  who  fhould 
acquire  fuffrage,  would  become,  like  the  Pro- 
teftants  who  pofiefs  it,  inquifitive  and  fpirited. 

That  public  difburfements  muft,  in  that  cafe, 
be,  more  than  they  now  are,  facred  to  public 
utility. 

Let  us  review  the  refources  for  this  enter- 
prize  if  the  perfons,  I  allude  to,  were  inclined 
to  undertake  it. 

Will  the  Ariftocracy  itfelf  take  the 
field,  with  its  phalanx  of  Grand-jurors, 
BurgefTes  and  Portrieves,  of  Commiffi  oners 
and  Dignitaries,  of  dependant  Guagers  and  ex¬ 
pectant  Parfons.  No,  no  ;  a  Tally  againft  the 
paftime  of  unarmed  ruftics;  military  execution 
where  there  is  no  poffibility  of  refiftance,  or  the 
glorious  triumph  of  efcorting  a  conviCt  to  the 
gibbet  will  fignalize  the  prowefs  of  thefe  he¬ 
roes,  and  conftitute  the  fum  of  their  atchieve- 
ments. 

The  labouring  poor  of  three  provinces  are 
univerfally  Catholic  ;  the  intermediate  tenantry 
who  influence  the  labouring  poor  are  moftly 
of  that  perfuafion.  Thefe  men  are,  of  all  others, 
moft  interefted  that  the  capacity  for  fuffrage 
fhould  be  communicated  to  the  Catholics. 
They  will  not  eafily  be  induced  to  fight  againft 
the  extenfion  of  their  own  privileges. 
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Will  the  Prefbyterian  yeomanry  of  the 
North  take  up  arms  for  the  courtiers  who  en¬ 
joy  pennons  wrung  from  their  own  hard-earn¬ 
ings,  for  the  parfons  who  exa&  tithes,  and  the 
landlords,  who  impofe  rack-rents  ?  They  too 
are  complainants ;  if  they  unfheathed  the 
fword  againft  their  brethren,  would  they  be 
likely  to  return  it  to  the  fcabbard,  until  they  had 
procured  very  ample  redrefs,  and  removed  the  , 
caufes  of  their  diffatisfacftion  ? 

Should  that  people  ever  be  embodied,  tithes 
boroughs,  all  the  arts  and  practices  of  monopo¬ 
ly  muft  inevitably  fall  before  them.  Now  the  er¬ 
rors  ofadminiftration,  which  are  more  dear  to  the 
powerful  in  Ireland  than  any  religion  what¬ 
soever,  would  be  not  more  than  remotely  affect¬ 
ed  by  complying  with  the  peaceable  follicitation 
of  the  Catholics  ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  prefumed, 
that  they  would  rather  by  conceflion  avert  the 
greater  evil  than  provoke  it. 

What  fhall  become  of  the  eflates  of  the  great 
landed  proprietors,  whilft  the  tenantry  of  Ire¬ 
land  is  perfecuted  or  in  refiftance  ?  and  thefe 
eftates,  how  much  foever  impoverifhed  and  de¬ 
populated,  muft  defray  the  military  force  and  all 
contingent  expences.  Would  the  advantage 
be  equivalent  to  this  purchafe  ? 

The  military  force  of  Ireland,  is,  I  believe, 
under  feme  circumftances  equal  to  keep  the 
people  in  fubjeClion  ;  but  let  us  confider  the 

to  devolve 

The  troops  on  our  eftablifhment  are  compof- 
ed  of  Scotch  or  Englifh,  mixed  with  fome  na¬ 
tives, 
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lives,  in  whom  an  unfettled  life  and  intercourfe 
with  ftrangers  have  weakened  or  effaced  their 
local  affedlions  ;  if  they  are  ever  brought  on 
the  ftage  of  Irifh  politics,  they  will  become 
mailers  of  the  theatre.  They  will  certainly 
follow  their  officers  againll  the  people,  but  they 
will  follow  the  fame  officers  at  the  command 
of  the  Britifh  miniller,  againll  the  victorious 
remnant  of  the  nation..  So  that  by  employing 
thefe  troops  againll  the  Catholics,  the  Keys  of 
the  country  are  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  Britifh 
miniller;  nay,  he  is  made  to  feel  that  the 
Kingdom  is  at  his  difcretion  ;  he  will  ufe 
his  authority,  as  every  Britifh  miniller  would 
defire  to  ufe  it,  and  re*-ellablifh  the  antient 
dominion  of  England.  He  will  do  more,  he 
will  rivet  your  chains  to  all  eternity  ;  taught  by 
experience  that  a  Parliament,  altho’  for  a  time  it 
may  be  debilitated,  bears  in  its  bofom  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  renovation,  that  if  fufferedto  fubfift  it 
will  rife  as  before  into  rivalfhip,  and  fubvert  as 
before  this  darling  fupremacy.  He  will 
extinguifn  by  an  union  every  promife  of 
future  vigour,  and  rob  you  of  your  legifla- 
ture  with  the  fame  fword,  by  which  he  has  cut 
down  the  pretentions  of  the  Catholics.  No 
more  Irilh  Chancellors,  Irifh  Judges,  Irifh  Com- 
miffioners,  or  Irilh  Bifhcps,  vanillied  every  re¬ 
ward  and  every  emulation,  your  national  cha¬ 
racter  will  fink  into  debafement  ;  your  nobili¬ 
ty  be  degraded  into  Englilh  fquires  :  your  gen¬ 
try  into  Englilh  boors,  and  your  country  into 
Englilh  plantations.  Your  name  be  effaced 
from  among  nations,  and  after  having  glittered 

awhile 
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awhile  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  the  land  you 
eherifh  become  a  blank,  defpiied  and  forgotten, 
the  level  fink  of  ignorance  and  bigotry. 

Such  muft  be  the  inevitable  confequence  of 
introducing  a  foreign  force  into  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  domeftic  tranfa&ions.  If  it  were 
however  poflible  that  an  union,  fatal  to  the 
Irifh  name  and  nation  could  be  averted,  at 
leaft  the  victorious  auxiliaries  fhould  be 
gratified  with  an  eftabliihment  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  But  this  colony  ,  would  not,  after  its 
victory  in  the  field,  be  one  tenth  part  fa 
docile  as  the  Catholics, imprefled  with  gratitude 
for  concefiions  in  the  Gabinet.  This  queftion 
alone  would  be  decided  by  the  conflict,  whether 
fhall  the  land  be  tenanted  in  preference  by  free 
Proteftants  or  unenflaved  Roman  Catholics  ? 
The  latter  I  believe  would  be  found  more  trac¬ 
table.  ^ 

The  arguments  again.it  employing  the  ac~ 
cuftomed  handing  army  of  the  country,  apply 
yet  more  forcibly  againft  the  propriety  of  cal¬ 
ling  in  additional  aid  from  England,  or  the  pof- 
fibillty  of  obtaining  it. 

It  is  utterly  immaterial  to  the  minifter  or 
people  of  England,  whether  five  hundred  or 
five  thoufand  conftituents  return  two  Knights 
of  the  Shire  to  the  commons  houfe  of  Ireland. 
This  point  concerns  only  the  Irifh  candidate, 
who  muft  defire  to  be  as  little  as  poflible,  embar- 
rafled  by  numbers  in  his  canvafs  ;  unlefs  it  were 
with  a  delign  utterly  to  fubjugate  this  country 
in  confequence  of  its  divifions,  what  induce¬ 
ment  could  prevail  on  England  to  undertake 

the 


(  24  )  • 

the  expence  of  equipping  an  armament  againft 
us  ?  The  threat  of  the  power  of  England  is  an 
impotent  menace;  if  the  filler  nation  were  at  any) 
time  inclined  to  embroil  herfelf  with  this  country, 
fhe  would  have  contefted  the  monopoly  of  trade 
and  fupremacy  of  Legiflature;  either  ofthefe  ob¬ 
jects  were  important ;  the  one  as  it  fecured  our 
idependance,  the  other  as  it  rendered  that  de- 
pendance  valuable.  Having  at-  that  period  de¬ 
clined  entering  into  an  boltile  conflict  with  the 
filler  nation  ;  having  afterwards  when  unin¬ 
cumbered  by  foreign  war,  declined  to  recover 
her  jurifdidlion  by  violence  on  the  occafion  of 
the  propofitions  ;  will  any  man  in  his  fenfes 
affert  that  fhe  would  think  of  expending  her 
blood  and  treafure  upon  a  mere  domeftic  regu¬ 
lation,  which  does  not  affe£t  her  commerce  or 
her  glory ;  the  unity  of  the  crowns  or  welfare 
of  the  Empire? 

Ireland  is  valuable  to  Great  Britain,  becaufe 
in  time  of  war  wre  contribute  to  her  llreneth  ; 
becaufe  by  our  abfentees  we  yield  revenue  ; 
becaufe  we  fupply  a  mart  for  her  commodities, 
and  ailiit  in  the  confumption  of  her  manufac- 
tures.  But  it  is  Ireland  induflrious  and  con¬ 
tented,  not  Ireland  indolent  and  divided,  which 
is  important  to  the  filler  nation:  better  for  her 
utterly  to  renounce  the  connexion,  than  to 
hold  it  by  the  tenure  of  a  civil  war  every  cen¬ 
tury.  Every  advantage  England  derives  from 
us  would  terminate,  if  our  tranquility  were  in¬ 
terrupted  ;  it  would  be  therefore  inexpedient 
to  countenance  a  derangement  in  the  peace  of 
Ireland,  altho’  it  were  enfured  that  the  Britilh 
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arms  fhould  bear  unrefifted  devaftation  thro’ 
every  quarter  of  the  ifland. 

I  can  only  difcern  a  fmgle  inducement, 
which  might  engage  England  to  intermeddle, 
in  the  internal  regulations  of  this  country  ;  I 
have  already  ftated  it,  an  union  on  her  own 
terms.  It  is  probable  fhe  would  not  defire  an 
union  of  negotiation,  fuch  as  might  be  expect¬ 
ed,  if  the  countries,  each  in  full  vigour,  treated 
upon  terms  of  equality.  It  is  yet  more  pro¬ 
bable,  that  an  union  by  conqueft  would  prove 
acceptable.  Without  elevating  the  individuals 
of  the  Irifh  nation  to  the  level  of  her  citizens 
ihe  then  might  impofe  eternal  filence  on  our 
murmurs.  The  perfons  likely  to  be  injured 
materially  by  this  event,  are  exactly  thofe  who 
enjoy  the  emoluments  and  honours  of  admi- 
niftration.  It  would  therefore  become  the  in- 
tereft  of  England  rather  to  aggrandize  the  body 
of  the  people,  and  thus  to  fecure  them  again  ft 
the  future  difcontents  of  the  upper  orders.  By 
this  reafoning,  I  cannot  fee  that  the  force  of 
England  would  not  be  more  likely  to  efpoufe 
our  quarrel ;  *  we  are  no  longer  an  objedt  of 
plunder  ;  if  adventurers  were  to  engage,  lured 

*  It  mu  ft  appear  to  every  obferver,  that  any  advantage  deri¬ 
ved  by  England  from  the  connexion  arifes,  not  from  the  men  of 
confequenc^,  but  from  the  people  ;  (that  is  the  great  diffentitig 
bodies)  that  if  the  latter  lofmg  temper  refufed  to  enlilt  or  con- 
fume,  the  connexion  would  become  rather  an  inconvenience  than 
a  benefit  to  Britain  !  what  is  the  policy,  and,  of  courfe,  what 
would  be  the  conduct  of  the  filler  Kingdom  on  thisoccafion  does 
cot  admit  of  a  moment’s  hefitation.  For  the  hint,  which  con- 
d u6ted  me  into  this  reafoning  on  the  probable  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  I  am  indebted  to  a  very  excellent  pamphlet,  “  Political 
Arithmetic,”  by  James  Laffan,  Efq. 
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by  the  hope  of  profcription,  the  poflefiioris  of 
the  church  of  England  would  fumifli  more 
temptation.  ' 

Reflection  is  a  prominent  feature  in  the  En- 
glilh  character ;  our  caufe  is  already  become  a 
topic  of  difcuffion  ;  every  eminent  literary  cha¬ 
racter  in  England  is  our  advocate.  The  nation 
exercifes  over  its  minifters  an  inquifitorial  juris¬ 
diction  ;  men  in  ftation  rauft  attend  to  public 
opinion,  and  watch  its  dictates.  If  we  demand 
with  unaffuming  firmnefs,  and  temperate  de¬ 
termination,  not  the  indulgence  of  political 
caprice,  but  thofe  identical  rights  of  which 
tvery  Briton  holds  the  poflefliom  invaluable : 
If  we  appear  to  our  fellow  fubjeCts  defirotis  to 
preferve  inviolate  the  connection  of  the  affo- 
ciated  kingdoms*  rivalling  them  in  loyalty,  and 
defirous  to  imitate  them  in  liberty*  they  will 
naturally  afk,  what  advantage  they  fhould  de¬ 
rive  from  an  expensive  conflict  with  a  nation* 
which  it  is  their  mtereft  to  preierve*  and  of 
which  the  ruin  would  be  perceived  in  every 
branch-  of  their  trade  and  manufactures  ? 

Scotland,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laid  century* 
was  fo  me  what  circumftanced  with  regard  to 
religion,  as  Ireland  is  now  i  the  upper  ranks 
adhered  to  the  church  of  England  ;  Prefby- 
terianifin  was  the  religion  of  the  people* 
Under  the  Stuarts  they  experienced  a  fierce* 
rigorous,-  and  unabated  perfeention ;  King. 
William  transferred  the  eftablifhmerit  from  the 
perfecutors  to  the  periecuted  :  the  people  em¬ 
barked  in  the  fame  bottom  with  government* 
and  holding  the  pofleflion  of  their  favour'te 
objeCt  bv  the  fame  tenure*  which  fecured  to 
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the  foyeyeign  his  throne,  upheld  .the  new  let- 
dement  with  great  pertinacity  againft  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  who  were  never,  to  the 
prefent  reign,  attached  to  the  reigning  fa- 
mily.  ^ 

Moreover  the  abfentees  conftitute  an  eternal 
hoftage  for  die  cocduQ:  of  Great  Britain;  thefe 
perfons  have  little  or  no  intereft  in  the  Protef- 
tant  afcendancv  ;  if  the  Roman  Catholics  emir- 
grate  in  d-i-fguft,  they  will  want  tenants  ;  if 
there  is  any  commotion,  they  are  obnoxious  tq 
every  party,  and  their  properties  would  moft 
indubitably  fuffer  ;  they  pofiefs  immenfe  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  lifter  Kingdom,  and  will  certainly* 
upon  all  occasions,  exert  that  influence  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  minifter  from  making  any  rafti  at¬ 
tempt  on  Ireland.  Juftke  will,  indeed,  rather 
be  fuffered  to  take  its  cpurfe  than  any  violent 
meafures  adopted,  for  if  ever  more  the  fword  be 
drawn  among  us,  which  ever  party  may  pre¬ 
vail,  the  Ariftocracy  perilhes.  It  would  fall, 
if  after  a  victory,  Englifh  or  North  Country 
colonies  wrere  to  be  planted  in  the  Catholic 
provinces,  thefe  perfons,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  would  not  prove  alike  obedient,  as  the 
prefent  Cath-olks  when  completely  eman¬ 
cipated.  Thus  there  appear  confequences, 
which  defend  a  people  from  injuftke,  without 
on  their  part  a  Angle  effort  of  re  fi  ft  a  nee.  Thus 
by  the  wife  difpenfation  of  providence,  all  the 
orders  of  Society  are  fo  admirably  ad  juried, 
that  oppreflive  meafures,  adopted  with  regard 
to  any  description  of  citizens,  cannot  fail  to 
ijavolve  the  aggrelfors  in  deftruction. 

E  2  ‘  The 
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The  enemie^  of  the  Catholics  feem  inclined 
to  play  a  defperate  pme  ;  I  truft  it  is  on¬ 
ly  appearance,  for  the  leading  men  of  the 
K  ingdom,  thofe,  of  whom  the  influence  is  na¬ 
tural,  not  fpurious,  and  who  mull  fway  in  this 
inftance,  would  certainly  fuffer  more  by  a  year 
of  commotion,  than  they  poflibly  could  profit 
in  half  a  century  by  this  nonfenfical  afcen- 
dancy.  It  has  been  attempted  to  impute  fedi- 
tious  and  fanguinary  defigns  to  |the  Catholics, 
of  which  a  fingle  proof,  cannot  be  alledged, 
and  which  on  the  contrary,  are  repugnant  to 
every  evidence.  The  authors  of  fuch  idle  tales 
are  perhaps  not  aware,  that  wliilft  they  only 
defign  to  intimidate  and  divide  us  by  an  elec¬ 
tioneering  manoeuvre,  they  materially  endan¬ 
ger  the  credit  of  this  commercial  country  ;  an 
injury  more  ferious,  than  if  their  aicendancy 
had  never  exifted,  or  that  their  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes  had  perifhed  by  an  earthquake.  It  is 
pofiible  the  fame  perfons  may  endeavour 
to  inflame  the  indigent  Catholics,  and  to 
to  affix  the  charge  of  revolt  upon  the  eafy  and 
opulent  ;  thefe  deferiptions,  it  will  without 
doubt,  be  impoflible  to  irritate. 

But  it  becomes  neceflary  to  inculcate  to 
every  order  of  our  communion,  the  propriety 
of  fruftrating  this  defign,  by'  a  raoft  paffive 
acquiefcence  ;  warm  meafures  alone  can  retard 
our  emancipation  ;  on  the  lea  ft  indication  of 
violence  to  be  commenced  by  our  party,  all 
the  moderate  and  powerful  would  defert  the 
enterprize,  and  on  thefe  refts  our  principal  re¬ 
liance.  England  would  be  induced  to  interfere 
in  the  caufe  of  good  government;  united,  we 

could 
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could  not  cope  with  the  ftrength  of  the 
Empire  ;  divided,  thofe  who  reforted  to  extre¬ 
mities  would  perifh,  the  remainder  be  reduced 
to  a  new  and  more  fevere  fubjedion. 

I  conclude,  That,  fo  long  as  the  Irilh  Catho¬ 
lics,  not  feeking  to  innovate  on  the  Britifh 
conftitution,  only  petition  to  be  made  partakers 
of  its  advantages.  So  long  as  they  demean 
themfelves  dutifully  to  the  crown,  and  cultivate 
the  mutual  profperity  of  the  alTociated 
Kingdoms. 

o 

So  long  as,  abftaining  from  intemperance 
they  confine  themfelves  to  the  means  of  appli¬ 
cation  and  redrefs,  which  are  fuggefted  or  per¬ 
mitted  by  the  conftitution,  they  need  enter¬ 
tain  no  apprehenfion  of  violence,  external,  or 
domeftic. 

2dly,  That  it  is  not  the  advantage  of  Great 
Britain  to  encourage  commotion  in  this  King¬ 
dom.  On  the  contrary,  that  it  is  very  much 
her  intereft  to  prevent  it. 

jdly,  That  the  adverfaries  of  the  Catholics 
have  not  the  means  to  attack  them. 

4thly,  That  if  they  had,  it  is  not  their  inte¬ 
reft  to  employ  them. 

5 tidy.  That  any  interruption  of  the  public 
peace  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  or  any  ad: 
which  may  be  conftrued  into  hoftility  againft 
our  happy  conftitution,  alienating  their  beft 
friends,  and  juftifying  their  fierceft  enemies 
muft  fruftrate,  or  at  leaft,  retard  their  eman¬ 
cipation.  ~ 

I  can  not  difmifs  the  fubjed,  without  re¬ 
peating,  that  on  the  fide  of  the  Catholics  there 
is  not  the  leaft  indication  of  evil  defigns,  or 

even 
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even  of  ill-temper.  The  moft  irrefragable 
evidence,  that  three  millions  and  an  half  are 
not  feditious,  is,  that  the.  charge  is  banded  about 
the  country  without  the  leaft  perfonal  incon¬ 
venience  to  its  authors.  The  ridicule  of  the 
feene  will  be  complete,  when  we  caft  our  eyes 
around  us,  and  obferve  this  formidable  holt  of 
Papifts,  induftrioufly  and  peaceably  occupied 
at  the  plough  and  the  counter ;  and  the 
gentlemen  who  has  been  fo  folemnly  de¬ 
nounced  by  this  inconfiderate  fquirocracy, 
and  whom  ftrangers  might  fuppofe  the  Pafcal 
Paoli  of  Ireland,  calmly  engaged  in  his  accuf- 
tomed  pur ftiits  on  Change  and  in  the  City. 
No  perfon  would  compare,  for  an  inftant,  the 
gallant  nobility  of  old  France  with  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  conflitute  the  Irifh  Grand  Juries ; 
yet  in  all  its  pride  of  arrogance,  the  landed 
French  intereft  would  not  have  hauled  before 
the  public  in  this  harlh  and  undignified  man* 
ner,  a  commercial  chara£ter  of  eminence. 

I  have  thus  far  argued  an  extreme  cafe,  and 
entered  into  a  train  of  reafoning,  which  fhpuld 
never  have  occurred  to  me,  if  I  had  not  ob- 
ferved  a  fort  of  crufade  preached  againft  the 
Catholics,  and  authorized  by  the  fignatures  of 
different  individuals, tvhoftile  themfelvesGrand 
Jurors,  Aldermen  of  Skinners  Alley,  Officers 
of  Corporations,  &c.  &c.  It  is  alferted  in  the 
formula  of  covenant  figned  by  thefe  affociators, 
that  the  fubferibing  parties,  will  refill  our  claim 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  By 
this  I  am  led  to  fuppofe  that  they  are  willing 
to  endanger  their  lives,  and  ours  of  cento 
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quence,  in  order  to  prevent  any  Catholic  from 
voting  for  his  reprefentatives.  I  do  by  no 
means  credit  the  affertion  ;  and  if  the  gentle¬ 
men  concerned  will  fubmit  to  the  trouble  of 
reading  thefe  pages,  they  will  find  that  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  their  threat  is  neither  quite  fo  fafe 
or  eafy  as  they  imagine. 

A  matter  of  internal  regulation,  propofed  to 
the  Catholics  and  regarding  only  that  portion 
of  the  Irifh  people,  has  fet  thefe  gentlemen  in 
commotion.  It  appears  to  have  been  in  con¬ 
templation  to  depute  agents  from  the  refpedtive 
counties,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubmitting  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  to  his  majefty,  the  unambiguous  fenfe 
of  the  Irifh  Catholics  on  the  fubjedt  of  their 
grievances.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  political  rights,  accompanied  by  fo 
many  collateral  privations,  do  not  conftitute  an 
hardfhip ;  or,  if  the  Catholics  admit,  that  being 
fenfible  of  the  evils,  they  think,  that  the  bur¬ 
den  is  juft  and  ought  to  be  acquiefced  in,  I  am 
ready  to  give  up  the  propriety  of  this  delega¬ 
tion.  As  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  ad¬ 
mitted  univerfally  to  he  falfe,  and  that  this  body 
have  that  general  defire  to  be  redrefled  which 
is  natural  to  all  rational  beings,  they  muft 
expound  their  hopes  and  wifhes  either  by 
agents  or  principals  ;  that  Is,  either  by  the  pre- 
mifcuous  afiemblage  of  multitudes,  like  the  an- 
tient  Germans  ;  or  by  reprefentatives  duly  au- 
thorifed,  like  the  progeny  of  thefe  Germans, 
when  in  a  ftate  of  civilization.  I  conceive 
that  there  is  in  the  latter  method  lefs  of  hoftility, 
and  more  of  good  order  5  and  I  fhall  continue 
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to  think  fo,  until  our  officious  advifers  fhall 
fuggeft  fome  other  mode  lefs  exceptionable. 

It  is  ftrange  how  whimfically  inconfiflent  are 
thefe  gentlemen,  and  how  blinded  by  the  con¬ 
ceit  of  their  legal  fdf-im.pqrtance.  If  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  cafually  ufe,  “  muff,”  for  u  may,55 
or  u  will,”  for  u  fhall,”  if  every  word  is  not  ar¬ 
ranged  with  more  than  grammatical  precifion, 
an  alarm  runs  from  Derry  to  Dingle,  every 
lengthened  vifage  announces  revolt;  every  an¬ 
gry  gefture  proclaims  mfolence. 

But  twenty-three  gentlemen,  who  thinking 
perhaps  that  the  character  of  a  Grand  Juror,  is 
like  Melchifedeck’s  Priefthood,  indelible ;  and 
that  every  future  aft  of  their  lives  is  legalized, 
-becaufe  they  have  received  for  two  or  three 
days,  a  commiffion  to  make  preferments,  never 
fufped  that  it  is  intimidation  or  indecency,  to 
threaten  his  Majefty  s  good  fubjeds,  that  if  they 
perfevere  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs  in  a  pur- 
fuit,  at  once  legal,  juftifiable,  and  commend¬ 
able,  they  fhall  be  expofed  to  the  hazard  of 
having  their  throats  cut. 

They  affert,  that  the  Sub-committee  of  Ca¬ 
tholics  is  not  recognized  by  the  conflitution  ; 
pray  what  conflitution  recognizes  twenty-three 
men,  who  having  been  nominated  for  a  fpeci- 
fic  purpofe,  to  tranfad  the  county  bufmefs,  in- 
ftead  of  peaceably  difperfmg,  as  was  their  duty, 
when  the  objed  of  their  appointment  had  been 
fulfilled,  perhaps  during  the  feftivity  of  the 
evening,  lay  their  hands  upon  their  fwords,  and 
didate  a  menace  of  murder  againft  their  un¬ 
offending  fellow  citizens.  ?  I  recommend  it 
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fcrenuoully  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  Roman 
Catholics,  who  intend  to  perfevere  in  applying 
for  the  privilege  of  fuffrage,  whether  it  would 
not  be  advifeable  to  fwear  the  peace  againft 
every  one  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who,  during  the 
enfuing  winter,  fhall  vifit  the  metropolis. 

When  in  the  Convention,  it  was  propofed  to 
extend  the  advantages  of  Representation  to  the 
Catholics,  a  reply  echoed  from  every  quarter, 
(I  have  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  before 
me)  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Catholics  not  having 
been  expreffed  on  the  fubjeCf,  they  could  not 
be  admitted  into  confideration.  Now  I  muft 
fuppofe  that  thofe,  who  made  the  remark  de- 
figned  to  exprefs,  that  it  wgTyld  have  been  ad¬ 
vifeable  for  the  Catholics  to  have  had,  at  that 
time,  in  the  metropolis,  an  affemblage  of  the 
men  of  fenfe  and  weight  of  their  party,  col¬ 
lected  from  the  different  parts  of  the  nation, 
who  being  fully  inftruCted  in  the  fentiments  of 
their  refpeCtive  neighbours,  might  treat  in 
their  names,  and  deliver  the  extent  of  their  ex¬ 
pectations  and  pretenfions. 

At  that  period  a  meffage  was  delivered  in 
the  name  of  Lord  Kenmare,  which  was  con¬ 
tradicted  by  the  refolution  of  a  meeting  at 
which  Sir  Patrick  Belle w  prefided.  A  fimilar 
controverfy  occurred  during  the  laft  winter, 
between  two  bodies  of  Roman  Catholics,  each 
claiming  to  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  the  people 
of  their  perfaafion.  As  fuch  altercations  are 
likely  to  continue  to  the  end  of  time,  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  calls  upon  us  to  terminate  the 
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difference  by  eftablifhlng  oecumenical  tribtw 
rial  of  which  the  decifiohs  fhall  be  fupreme,  de- 
cifive  and  fatisfaCtory. 

It  is  not  a  novelty  in  this  Kingdom,  that  its 
Catholic  inhabitants  fhould  be  extra  conftituti- 
onally  reprefented.  As  to  the  faCt  of  repne- 
fentation,  the  imptrinin  in  impend  y  between 
one  and  one  thoufaiid  the  effence  is  unaltered* 
It  is  alike  a  violation  of  legal  forms,  whether 
the  individual  Vifcount  Kenmare,  or  two  hun¬ 
dred  Gentlemen  deputed  from  the  counties  and 
.  commercial  cities,  undertake  to  deliver  the  feiife 
of  this  fcattered  body*  Minifters  themfelves 
Have  encouraged  the  ereCtion  of  a  fubordinate 
principality,  and  appeared  defirous  to  proteCi 
my  Lord  Kenmafe  s  jurisdiction  ;  we  only  at¬ 
tempt  at  prefent  to  improve  the  government 
they  recognized,  and  to  render  it  more  Suitable 
to  Our  rieceffities.  The  former  conftitution 
was,  I  prefume,  deemed  more  convenient  for 
the  purpofes  to  which  the  Irifh  Catholics  were 
deftihed.  Caligula  thought  frmilarly  of  the 
Roman  people  ;  he  imagined  that  beneath  one 
head,  they  would  have  been  more  obnoxious 
to  his  caprices. 

Are  the  minifters  of  the  Crown  aware  of  the 
delicate  ground  upon  which  they  ftand,  whilft 
the  Irifh  Catholics  are  compreffed  within  the 
Ipan  of  any  Individual  ?  Three  millions  of  ag¬ 
grieved  complainants  taught  to  look  to  a  frngle 
hand  for  confutation  and  protection  !  The  per¬ 
sonal  character  of  the  Nobleman,  we  allude  to, 
might  be  relied  on  ;  but  at  fome  period  he 
muff  have  a  fricceffor,  and  if  a  buftling  man  of 
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rank  fhould  occupy  the  fame  fituaticm,  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  country  could  only  he  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  liifferance.  It  is  moreover  a 
dominion  of  opinion,  and  of  courfe  muft  be 
elective.  May  not  perfons  of  diftinCtion  con¬ 
form  to  our  religion  for  the  mere  purpofe  of 
obtaining  this  pre-eminence  ?  Let  any  reflect¬ 
ing  man  deliberate  on  thefe  circumftances, 
and  anfwer,  does  he  think  it  a  detriment  to 
Ireland,  that  its  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants, 
being  under  a  necemty  to  veil  the  fupreme 
direction  of  their  affairs  in  feme  hands,  fhould 
rather  organize  themfelves  on  the  plan  of  a 
reprefentative  government,  than  of  a  monar¬ 
chy  ? 

That  we  fhould  aggregate  is  the  courfe  of 
human  nature,  and  might  have  been  foremen 
when  thefe  ftatutes  were  enaCted.  Even  in 
favage  life, men  are  collected  by  common  wants* 
and  preffed  into  coalition  by  common  incon¬ 
veniences.  The  line,  which  feparated  us  from 
the  conftituticn,  traced  out  the  ground  for  this 
diftinCt  confederacv.  If  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land  have  grievances  of  which  they  are  fenfible, 
unlefs  a  plague  line  be  efhbiifhed  thro  the 
country,  afiuredlv  they  will  communicate. 

We  have  no  i  mere  our  fe  with  bodies  con- 
ftituted  by  authority,  Parliament  may  enjoin 
obedience,  it  cannot  expound  our  withes ;  yet 
our  fentiments  are  not  immaterial ;  when 
couched  in  the  language  of  addrefs,  even  the 
expreffion  of  them  is  fplli cited.  The  law-  of 
the  land  excluding  us  from  its  free  conftitu*- 
tion,  does  not  provide,  nor  does  the  jealoufy 
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of  our  country  permit,  that  intercourfe  of  pro¬ 
tection,  and  dependance  which  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  endear  the  fubjeCt  to  his  arbitrary  fo- 
vereign.  Thus  abandoned  at  every  fide,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  ftate  of  nature,  is  it  wonderful  that 
%ve  endeavour  to  fupply  the  deficiency  ?  You  < 
refufe  us  admittance  to  your  comfortable  edi* 
fice ;  can  you  envy  us  the  fhed,we  ereCt  for  our 
accommodation  ? 

Probably  from  like  motives  of  expedien¬ 
cy,  aitho’  with  them  the  neceffity  is  not 
equally  urgent,  every  other  feCt  in  this  King¬ 
dom  has  eftablifhed  general  ftated  meetings  ; 
the  Prefbyterians  have  the  fynod  of  Uifter,  the 
Quakers  their  provincial  and  national  meet¬ 
ings  ;  we  hear  conftantly  of  the  proceedings  of 
thefe  bodies,  yet  I  know  not  that  there  exifts  an 
aCt  of  Parliament,  which  incorporates  the  per- 
fons  who  compofe  them,  or  in  the  language  of 
the  different  Grand  Juries,  that  the  conftitution 
recognifes  them, 

I  never  read  a  law  book  in  my  life;  I  can  . 
deliver  therefore  but  the  fimple  dictates  of 
reafon  operating  in  a  plain  underftanding. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  free  conftitution 
recognizes  in  the  firft  inftance  all  the  members 
of  the  community,  and  eftablifhes  in  them  a 
right  to  obferve  accurately  the  proceedings  of 
the  legiflative  body  ;  if  any  individual  or  any 
aggregate  of  individuals  be  touched  thereby,  it 
auth  orizes  them,  not  indeed  to  refill,  but  to  pe- 
titio  n?  remonftrate  and  to  criticife  with  decency. 
Where  many  are  concerned  they  muff  come 
together  to  tranfaCt  their  common  bufinefs;  the 

meeting 


(  37  ) 

meeting  mu  ft  be  peaceable  ;  -thofe  things  which 
the  law  prohibits  muft  not  be  within  the  objed 
of  it,  elfe  the  parties  will  be  punilhed,  for  the 
violation  cflaw,  not  for  the  meeting. 

I  conceive  this  to  be  the  fad,  becaufe  in  aid 
of  the  evidence  of  my  reafon,  I  have  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  my  fenfes;  this  country  is  filled  with 
meetings  and  afibciations,  which  if  to  afibciate 
were  criminal  could  not  poffibly  be  tolerated.  - 
I  know  not  that  any  fpecific  law  embodied 
the  different  Volunteer  corps,  of  which  I  fup- 
pofe  all  thofe  were  members  who  now  cenfure 
this  proceeding.  It  will  be  faid  that  thefe 
corps  were  fandioned  by  the  thanks  of  either 
legiflative  body  ;  but  thefe  thanks,  if  belt  ow¬ 
ed  upon  delinquents,  only  ferve  to  convict  the 
lords  and  commons  of  having  proftituted  the 
facred  name  of  either  houfc  for  the  purpofe  of 
countenancing  the  delinquency. 

Under  what  ftatute  were  held  the  conventi¬ 
ons,  to  which  many  of  thofe  who  cenfure  the 
formation  of  a  Catholic  committee  fent  dele¬ 
gates,  and  in  which  many  of  them  fate  as  re- 
prefentatives  ?  under  what  protecting  ftatute 
are  held  all  the  reform  Societies,  and  Whitr 
Clubs  in  every  part  of  either  Kingdom  ? 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  figned  thefe  refo- 
lutions,  feem  co  imagine,  that  in  a  free  ftate, 
no  meafure  fhould  be  entertained  unlefs  Parlia¬ 
ment  ftiaU  previoufiy  have  prepared  the  projed, 
and  enjoined  it,  I  conceive  this  to  he  the  re¬ 
verie  of  reality.  The  citizen  of  a  free  date  is 
only  reftrained  in  his  addons  by  known  and 
pofitive  law,  and  is  authorized  to  do  every  abb 
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which  docs  not  happen  by  that  law  to  be  fpcci- 
fie  ally  prohibited.  And  this  fad;  is  exemplified 
in  their  own  condud;  for  altho’  it  is  fomewhat 
more  than  indecorous  to  endeavour  to  awe  the 
legiflature  by  anticipating  its  judgment;  and  al¬ 
tho’  it  wears  the  afped  of  menace  to  proclaim, 
that  they  will  fly  to  arms,  if  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  fhould  happen  to  outweigh  their 
fentiments  ;  yet  have  they  committed  all  thefe 
ads,  and  (land  accountable  to  their  country, 
for  the  precedent  of  previoufly  deciding  a  quef- 
tion,  pn  which  Parliament  alone  is  competent 
to  pronounce,  and  for  the  attempt  to  intimi-r 
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*  i  do  not  wi£h  that  vindicating  the  propriety  of  a  delega¬ 
tion  of  agents  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Catholics,  1  fhould  be 
conftrued  to  juftify  the  items  of  the  plan  propofed  by  the  fub- 
committee*  This,  1  conceive,  „to  have  been  a  moil  injudicious 
means  of  effecting  a  good  purpofe  ;  not  indeed  as  has  been  re- 
prefented,  containing  libel  or  fatfe  inflammatory  matter,  but 
confiding  of  many  weak  points,  which,  as  a  member  of  the  body, 
for  whole  life  it  was  promulgated,  I  think  reprehenfible  ;  the 
fenfe  of  the  Catholics  might  have  been  as  well,  poffibly  better 
colle6ted,  in  a  manner  lefs  agitating  and  lefs  offenfive.  In  the 
letter  there  was  rather  too  much  detail,  in  the  project  too  much 
machinery  ;  and  at  the  view  I  have  of  the  bulinefs,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  unwife,  in  thei’e  gentlemen,  to  have  fent  the  name  of 
their  chairman,  like  a  rattle  fnake,  through  the  country,  pro¬ 
claiming  alarm  and  giving  norice  to  count  craft  their  meafures.  , 
The  complication  of  extraneous  matter  with  our  queftion  which 
has  appeared  on  this  occafion,  has  indifpofed  many,  otnerwife 
not  averfe  to  the  Catholic  emancipation. 

Another  material  indiferetion  appears  to  me  to  have  been  the 
affertion  of  a  communication  ■■  from  authority:”  I  do  believe 
by  this  expreffion  no  more  was  meant  to  be  conveyed  than 
the  furraile  of  intelligent  individuals.  If  there  had  been 
fy.ch  communication,  to  reveal  it  w-a$  weak  and  criminal ;  if 
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If  our  union  gives  alarm  the  remedy  is  not 
remote,  the  aggregation  may  be  diiTolved ;  it 
may  be  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  the  very 
principle  of  it  effaced  for  ever,  by  redreffing 
that  grievance,  to  which  it  points,  and  which 
produces  it.  But  where  fuch  valid  grounds  of 
complaint  exift,  factious  can  never  be  the  de- 
iignation  of  the  complainants. 

The  recognifed  Sovereign  power  of  the 
country  is  intitled  to  extreme  deference.  Its 
duties  and  province  fhould  be  kept  facred  from 
intrufion.  We  owe  this  to  the  good  of  loci- 
ety,  the  order  and  tranquillity  of  the  ffate  we 
live  in.  The  legiflative  body  fhould  not  be 
intern perately  affailed  ;  but  thofe  who  would 
prevent  us  from  concerting  meafures  for  our 
application,  feem  to  infinuate  that  it  fhould  not 
be  approached  on  any  condition.  The  Catho¬ 
lic  Delegation,  Committee,  or  whatever  name 
it  may  bear,  can  have  no  hope  of  fuccefs,  or 
the  members  who  compofe  it  of  importance  in 
the  nation,  but  from  the  lupport  of  their 
party.  When  it  fhail  travel  beyond  the  object 

not,  it  was  foolifh  to  afFeft  it.  But  this  is  not  the  only  in- 
ftanee  of  play-houfe  whifper  advice  given  by  thefe  gentlemen, 
of  the  fub- committee  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  On  one  or  two 
occafions  before,  they  circulated  indifcriminately  through  the 
kingdom,  printed  instructions  for  private  conduO.  They  may 
be  excellent  inen,  and  very  zealous  politicians,  but  they  can 
fcarcely  be  accufed  of  confpiracy. 

Having  here  and  in  another  place  alluded  to  Mr.  Byrne,  juf- 
tice  obliges  me  to  declare  that  thro’  the  entire  Roman  Catholic 
bufinefs  his  condutl  has  been  molt  meritorious,  his  fervices 
great,  that  he  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  complicated  his 
views,  and  that  thofe  who  have  a  more  hereditary  claim  upon 
the  notice  of  the  CHhoiic  party,  fhould  blufh  s>:  his  luperior  fpi- 
rit  and  extnions. 
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of  its  miffion,  enter  into  any  meafures  but  thofe, 
which  are  neceflary  for  obtaining  a  tranquil 
emancipation,  thro’  the  ordinary  channels  of 
the  conflitution,  or  ufe  any  other  language 
than  that  of  calm  entreaty  and  modeft  expos¬ 
tulation,  it  will  fall  in  its  own  party.  Every 
fenfible  Catholic  will  join  with  every  Protef- 
tant  in  cenfure.  But  until  there  Shall  be  a 
manifeftation  of  Some  Such  deSign,  it  is  the 
intereft  and  the  duty  of  the  Irifh  Catholics,  to. 
make  a  joint  flock  of  their  influence,  and  in- 
truft  it  for  fhort  periods  to  thofe  among  them- 
Selves,  who  fhall  Seem  mod  likely  to  vrield  it 
with  moderation  and  with  efficacy.  Such 
perSons,  I  am  confident,  will  be  found  among 
the  agents  appointed  to  conduct  the  Catholic 
application,  of  the  enfuing  feflion.  I  am  ob¬ 
liged  reluctantly  to  exprefs  what  the  entire 
nation  muft  perceive,  that  the  few  gentlemen 
of  the  metropolis,  who  have  hitherto  aflumed 
the  direction  of  this  bufinefs,  Hand  in  need  of 
coadjutors.  I  qudlion  their  prudence,  not 
their  zeal ;  not  their  intentions,-  but  their  re- 
refleCtion,  forefight,  and  political  "Sagacity.  It  is 
time  the  cauSe  of  a  great  people  Should  a  flume 
the  appearance  of  fyftem.  For  the  laft  ten 
months,  it  has  fluctuated  before  the  public,  in 
the  hands  of  unfkilful  managers,  without  even 
the  dignity  of  fteadinefs,  advancing  and  re-r 
treating,  aflerting  and  retraCting  with  the  gid- 
dinefs  of  fchool  boys,  and  the  random  of  a 
game  of  nine  pins. 
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ADDITIONAL  REMARKS. 


THIS  confideration  ought  to  decide  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  of  the  Kingdom  at  large  to  hand 
forward  in  thek  own  caufe.  If  zeal  and  a£ti- 
vity  could  effectually  promote  their  interefts, 
they  might  limit  the  agency  of  their  lpufinef$ 
to  the  metropolis,  or  rather  to  that  part  of  the 
metropolis,  which  has  hitherto  appeared  in  it* 
3But  wifdom  is  neceflary  to  aid,  to  regulate,  and 
to  conduft  thefe  qualities ;  zeal  may  other wi/e 
prove  a  dangerous  fpark  thrown  among  a  com- 
buftible  people,  arid  activity  the  fatal  current 
that  fans  it. 

I  rejeCt  with  greater  readinefs  the  foie  and 
unreftrained  exertion  of  thefe  qualities,  becaufe 
they  are  more  calculated  to  create  tumult  than 
to  reach  the  queftion,  at  leaft  in  that  calm 
manner,  which  the  majority  of  men  at  eafe 
will  alone  think  eligible  ;  and  becaufe  from 
jfome  reflection  on  the  fubjeCt,  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  are  competent  to  attain  our  ob¬ 


ject,  by  thofe  conftitutional  means,  which  every 
party  will  approve  of. 

It  was  formerly  ufual  with  the  Catholics  to 
accept  of  the  fervices  of  individuals,  or  private 
Societies,  bringing  the  great  body  as  little  as 
poflible  before  the  public.  Very  obvious  rea- 
fons  induced  the  gentlemen,  who  wifh  to  ap- 
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pear  leaders  in  the  bufinefs,  to  deviate  about 
ten  months  back  from  this  wife  and  dignified 
policy.  Since  that  time  the  repetition  of  reso¬ 
lutions,  addreffes,  j  unifications,  circular  letters, 
&c.  have  given  to  the  reprefentative  body  of 
the  Catholic  people  the  air  of  a  little  fquib- 
bing  Club.  I  would  fuggeft  it,  as  one  of 
the  firft  improvements,  to  take  place  hi 
that  reprefentative  organy  that  it  fhould  imi¬ 
tate  not  a  little  the  former  majeftic  refer ve 
to  be  interrupted  only  on  occafions  of  folemn 
import.  It  is  the  wifh  of  all  concerned  to 
improve,  not  to  convulfe  the  country.  Let 
thole  who  are  anxious  for  the  appearance  of^ 
fpirit,  look  upon  the  awful  aggregation  of  three 
millions.  Let.  them  reflect,  that  the  tread 
of  an  Elephant  is  more  formidable  than  an 
angry  Cat  in  the  mod  complete  difplay  of  its 
vigour.  I  fhould  not  decline  an  ufeful  meafure 
becaufe  it  gave  umbrage  ;  but  I  fhould  chearful- 
ly  relinquilh  thofe  which  are  little  more  than 
indifferent;  and,  if  a  nearly  equal  effect  could  be 
produced,  even  the  moil;  material  fhould  be 
managed  without  offending.  The  circum- 
flances  of  thiscountryarenoweffentiallyaltered; 
twelve  months  ago  a  temperate  difplay  of  fpirit 
was  ufeful,  it  has  appeared.  It  fhould  be  our 
prefent  policy,  to  guide  our  caufe  with  dexte¬ 
rous  moderation  to  its  haven,  fleering  equally 
clear  of,  timid  acquiefcence,  and  a  propenfity 
to  overall  the  patriot  character. 

We  have  little  to  expedb  from  the  phi- 
1  ofophy  of  the  queftion  operating  on  the 
great..  Their  intereft  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  is  too  perfonal.  As  well  might  the 
,  .  '  negro 
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negro  caufe  be  pleaded  before  an  afferribly 'of 
Jamaica  planters.  The  Weft-Indian  muft  con- 
fefs  his  monopoly  unjuft  :  but  he  will  tell  you 
that  he  has  in  it  a  certain  property,  which  he 
will  retain  to  the  laft  moment.  The  lefs  can¬ 
did  would  perhaps  endeavour  to  colour  their 
ufurpation  by  fome  fuch  fopbifm  as  the  Pro- 
teftant  afcendancy.  The  equity  of  our  caufe 
will  produce  more  effed  upon  the  middle 
ranks  of  Proteftants.  This  defcription  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  altho’  the  greater  part  of  them 
be  for  the  moment  under  the  influence  of  de- 
lufion,  are  our  natural  allies.  It  is  our  intereft 
on  all  occafions  to  urge  the  difcuflion.  Even 
our  determined  enemies  exped  from  us  this 
condud.  Perfeverance  in  argument,  with  the 
means  of  influence,  refulting  from  a  large  over¬ 
proportion  of  the  producing  property  of  the 
land,  and  no  inconfiderable  {hare  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  will  induce  our  countrymen  to  revile 
their  prejudices.  Refiedion  will  make  us 
profelytes. 

The  declarations  of  this  fummer  do  not  in¬ 
duce  me  to  retrad  my  predidion  that  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  our  emancipation  is  not  far  diftant 
Thefe  are  the  laft  efforts  of  expiring  bigotry* 
A  large  majority  oftheFrench  notables,  a  body, 
of  which  the  weight  and  wildom  can  fuffer  no 
parallel  with  the  Irilh  grand  juries,  refolved  in 
favor  of  letters  de  cachet,  but  a  few  months  be¬ 
fore  the  overthrow  of  the  Defpotifm,  by  which 
that  tyrannical  ufage  was  fupported.  The  ob- 
jed  of  our  requisition  is  too  juft  and  reafona- 
ble  to  be  withheld,  it  we  urge  it  firm,  moderate 

G  2  and 


(  44-  ) 

and  united;  it  may  be  endeavoured  for  fome 
time  to  baffle  or  deter  us  ;  and  a  war  of  words 
will  probably  be  continued.  But  if  our  per- 
feverance  furvive  the  trial  of  one  or  two  years, 
no  government  in  its  femes  will  permit  this 
kind  of  feparate  jurifdiSion  to  be  confirmed 
within  its  didrid.  This,  I  conceive,  to  be  one 
of  the  fefources  of  our  calm  emancipation,  and 
of  courfe  one  of  the  dronged  motives  to  com¬ 
bine  under  a  directing  council,  and  to  ad  in 
unifon.  Force  could  not  certainly  difperfe  the 
coalition,  but  before  conciliation  it  would  effec¬ 
tually  melt  away. 

Altho’  the  meafures  of  the  Catholics  be  con¬ 
certed  in  common  ;  it  occurs  to  me  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  and  I  throw  it  out  merely  for  confide- 
ration,  that  it  would  be  an  ufeful  facrifice  to 
the  harmony  of  the  country,  if  their  committee 
did  not  appear  in  many  public  ads.  It  may 
fugged  to  its  principals.  I  have  little  doubt 
that  the  application  of  the  Catholics  would  be 
more  corred,  more  conditutional,  and  more 
weighty,  if  it  came  from  the  freeholders  of 
that  communion  in  the  refpedive  counties 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  fufpenfion  of 
their  eledive  franchife.  Thus  the  fenfe  of  the 
nation  would  be  fully  conveyed,  and  in  a  form 
the  mod  unexceptionable,  and  it  would  be 
found  much  more  difficult  to  treat  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  the  petition  of  the  refpedable  men  of 
each  county  in  the  kingdom,  than  of  a  fingie 
city. 

If  the  oppofition  to  us  proceeded  from  the 
Government  of  the  country,  the  reprefehta- 
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tion  of  the  commercial  body  of  the  rhstropolis 
might  be  very  much  relied  on.  But  it  rather 
arii'es  from  thofe,  who  poffefs  local  importance 
in  the  refpe&ive  counties  and  it  would,  there¬ 
fore,  be  uieful  to  encou  rage  a  fpirit  of  aCUvity, 
and  vigilance  in  the  principal  Catholics  of  thefe 
places.  For  altho’  the  opponents,  I  allude  to, 
may  treat  with  neglect,  a  citizen  of  Dublin  of 
great  refpedtability  with  whom  they  have  no 
acquaintance,  and  who  can  neither  injure  or 
promote  their  electioneering  fchemes  ;  they 
will  not  equally  overlook  a  provincial  of  lefs 
national,  but  more  relative  comequence,  and  ob- 
ferving  many  fuch  perfons  in  each  diftriCt  in¬ 
tent  on  the  purfuit,  each  will  probably  think 
it  his  intereft  to  relax  the  opposition. 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  was  projected 
during  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament  that  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  of  the  counties  fhould  petition,  and  fome 
had  already  difpofed  themfelves  to  do  fo,  but 
the  defign  was  interrupted  by  gentlemen  of  the 
metropolis,  who  did  not  contider  the  meafure 
in  the  fame  Strong  light  of  expediency  ;  or  who 
were  defirous  to  limit  the  number  of  perfons 
who  might  attraCt  public  attention. 

So  long  as  the  natural  leaders  of  the  Catho¬ 
lics  appear  even  hike- warm,  many  who  from  con- 
n  ex  ion  or  other  circumftances  could  not  well 
oppofe  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  body,  will 
under  pretext  of  difunion  vote  againSt  the  ma¬ 
jority.  It  was  unlucky  that  fome  among  the 
upper  claiies  of  our  perfualion  were  not  pre** 
pared  for  the  meafures  of  laft  winter,  I  cannot 
fay  that  they  have  had  no  reafon  to  complain 
Since  that  event. 
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It  may  be  esfpedled  that  feme  remarks  fhould 
have  been  offered  on  the  aflertion  that  if  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  were  included  among  its 
citizens,  the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover 
and  of  Great  Britain,  would  be  endangered.  If 
the  moft  determined  enemy  to  both  were  de¬ 
li  rons  to  render  the  connexion  and  the  crown 
hideous  and  hateful  in  Ireland,  he  would  have 
gone  to  work  like  the  gentlemen  of  Louth, 
and  fome  other  places;  and  told  the  people 
that  thefe  were  the  obftacles  to  their  happi- 
nefs.  The  Roman  Catholics  of  the  principal 
commercial  cities,  have  manifefted  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  both  by  a  conduft  direftly  contrary. 
They  have  flatly  denied  the  truth  of  the  pofiti- 
on  ;  they  have  informed  the  lefs  inftrudted  part 
of  their  Society,  that  it  was  only  calculated  for 
the  purpoie  of  intimidation,  and  thrown  the 
onus  probandl  upon  its  authors.  There  let  it 
reft;  as  the  trick  has  failed;  nay,  has  had  an  ef¬ 
fect  the  reverie  of  what  was  intended  ;  it  will 
only  procure  for  the  contrivers,  the  ridicule  of 
difappointment,  and  the  difapprobation,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  fevere,  of  their  own  party.  Had  it 
not  been  for  thefe  very  proceedings,  the  fpirit 
of  the  Catholics  would  not  have  ri fen  to  its 
prefent  degree  of  animation.  But  the  denunci¬ 
ation  of  eternal  flavery,  and  the  attack  upon 
their  right  of  petition  have  excited  even  thofe, 
who  before  were  lukewarm. 

The  perfons  who  have  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  again  ft  the  Catholics  have  fo  ordered 
things,  that,  what  a  few  months  back  was  the 
-anxious  wifh  of  a  few,  has  now  become  the 
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caufe  of  an  entire  people.  There  is,  I  believe, 
fcarcely  a  peafant  in  Ireland,  who  has  not  been 
attracted  by  the  late  charges  and  recriminations, 
and  who  does  not  expert  fpeedily  to  receive  a 
real  or  imaginary  amelioration  of  his  condition. 

What  lately  would  have  been  humanity,  is 
now  become  wifdom,  and  may  in  the  courfe  of 
things,  ere  long,  prove  neceffity. 

The  Grand  Juries  have  done  exactly  what 
the  warmed  friend  to  our  caufe  could  have 
wifhed  ;  they  have  fcattered  the  enthufiafm  of 
emancipation  thro’  every  county  of  the  King¬ 
dom;  if  they  had  continued  calm  it  would  have, 
probably,  been  confined  to  Dublin  ;  and  this 
would  not  for  fome  time  amount  to  any  im¬ 
portant  effeCt  ;  eventually  it  would,  for  an  ex- 
penfive  monopoly,  limited  to  a  few,  and  to 
which  all  contribute,  is  fo  extremely  abfurd, 
that  it  cannot  long  furvive  even  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  Sunday  fchools,  which  teach  the  low¬ 
er  order  to  write  their  names.  In  the  nature 
of  things  they  muft  in  a  little  time  be  free. 

Seme  fophiftry  has  been  employed  of  late  to 
perfuade  the  Catholics  that  the  enjoyment  of 
the  elective  franchife  would  not  be  productive 
of  advantage  to  them.  If  it  be  ufelefs,  why  is  it 
at  all  prefer ved  ?  If  profitable,  why  not  univer- 
fally  communicated  ? 

The  addition  of  the  collection  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  to  the  definition  of  Proteflant  afcendency 
completes  the  burlefque,  and  denotes  that  the 
emoluments  of  government,  not  the  advantage 
of  the  country,  is  the  objeCt  of  its  fupporters. 
The  national  utility  of  this  afcendency,  remains, 
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however,  ftill  to  be  proved ;  I  do  not  recoiled: 
that  this  has  in  the  entire  controverfy  been  at¬ 
tempted.  If  there  is  no  poflibility  of  recon¬ 
ciling  it  with  the  union  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  equal  diflribution  of  franchifes 
among  them,  the  aflent  of  every  thinking  man 
will  be  precarious. 

I  don’t  know  what  may  be  the  advantage  ac¬ 
cruing  to  Ireland,  from  Proteftant  afcendency ; 
but  I  think  reafon  and  experience  alike  prove, 
that  to  remove  the  difcontents  of  the  people, 
would  improve  public  credit,  and  animate  in- 
dnftry.  That  of  courfe  every  man  in  Ireland 
who  poffefTes  property  would  be  a  gainer  by 
the  event. 

If  it  be  alledged  that  the  difcontents  have 
been  of  late  created  by  individuals,  and  are  not 
of  permanent  duration,  I  deny  the  fad;  indivi¬ 
duals  may  perhaps  have  taught  the  Catholics  to 
avow  their  fentiments  more  freely;  but  no  ex¬ 
ertions  could  have  produced  that  fenfibility  to 
grievance,  who  has  been  manifefted;  A  mafs 
of  talents,  as  great  as  ever  exifted  at  one  peri¬ 
od  in  the  world,  has  for  many  years  paft  been 
ineffedually  played  off  upon  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  no  degree  of  ferment  has  been  excited 
equal  to  that  which  has  arifen  in  Ireland  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  twelve  months. 

If  I  were  afked  how  far  this  ferment  would 
conduCt  ;  it  is  impoffible  to  anfwer,  but  very 
eafy  to  conjecture;  when  the  bonds  of  fociet)r 
are  buffered  to  be  broken,  popular  excefs  may  be 
extravagant  Whiift  focial  order  fubfifts,  men 
ufualiy  murmur  until  their  wants  are  in 
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equilibrium  with  their  enjoyments.  In  the 
confiscation  of  church  property,  individuals 
would  find  little  advantage  ;  if  the  hierarchy 
bottoms  itfelf  upon  national  grievances,  it  is 
poffible  that  at  fome  period  or  other  a  rude  aC- 
fault  might  involve  what  is  good,  and  what  is 
bad,  the  caufe  and  the  effedt,  in  a  common 
overthrow  ;  if  it  does  not  identify  itfelf  with 
thefe  grievances,  it  can  only  fall  by  thenegledt 
or  defertion  of  its  own  profelytes.  The  incon¬ 
venience  will  not  be  of  magnitude  Sufficient  to 
induce  a  confpiracy  of  the  different  diffenting 
bodies,  and  to  provoke  an  attack  in  which  they 
Should  rilk  their  perfonal  Safety  and  private 
happinefs  againft  the  ecclefiaftical  property  and 
honours. 

The  oath  of  allegiance  was  the  firft  fatal  blow 
levelled  againft  the  popery  laws  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  In  order  to  thwart  the  Roman  Catholics, 
who  were  fuppofed  Skill  to  retain  fome  lingering 
affection  for  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  it  was  made 
compulfory  on  them  to  Swear  that  the  Stuart 
family  “  had  no  right,  and  ought  to  have  no 
right  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms two  propo- 
fitions  which  could  never  be  aflented  to  by  any 
man,  who  had  not  clearly  afcertainedin  his  own 
mind,  the  Sovereignty  of  the  people  and  their  right 
to  cajhier  their  Governors .  So  that  the  Irifh 
Catholics  have  been  forced  by  their  rulers  to 
become fworn  Whigs  and  Revolationifs  in  the 
mod  extenfive  import  of  either  term.  Quere 
to  the  gentlemen  who  framed  that  oath  ;  Do 
they  think  that  it  wTas  material  to  them,  to  have 
purchafcd  a  renunciation  of  this  drooping  claim 
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upon  Inch  conditions?  after  having  thus  forced 
us  to  become  fpeculative  politicians,  it  is 
fuppofed  that  we  fhall  acquiefce  in  a  govern¬ 
ment  not  of  King,  Nobles,  or  uniformly  of  gen¬ 
tlemen,  but  of  forty  {hilling  freeholders,  and 
venal  freemen,  the  common  council  of  Dublin; 
the  guild  of  St.  Loy,  and  Aldermen  of  Skinners 
Alley. — The  primary  revolution  of  France  was 
well  faid  to  have  been  the  conflict  of  every 
principle  againft  every  error.  But  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  Irifh  Catholics,  all  the 
errors  and  principles  have  been  in  coliifion  each 
againft  the  other. 

If  ever  the  laws  of  fubordination  be  fuper- 
ceded  in  Ireland,  a  train  of  events  will  enfue,  ex¬ 
actly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  France,  and  for  the 
fame  reafon,  the  upper  ranks  lean  too  heavily 
upon  the  lower  :  It  would  be  different  in 
England,  the  commonalty  of  that  country  are 
not  excluded  from  the  comforts  of  life,  they 
would  of  courfe  be  fufferers  by  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  focial  order.  I  do  not  urge  this  remark 
to  the  extreme  of  which  it  is  fufceptible. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  probably  appear 
free  to  thofe,  who  confider  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  a  vaffal  and  dependant  people.  *  I  conceive 
that  from  nature,  and  the  conftitution,  we  are 
entitled  to  all  rights  whatever  ;  but  that  the  ex- 
ercife  of  part  of  thefe  rights  is  accidentally  fuff 
pended.  Writing  haftily  without  the  hope  of 
fame,  and  merely  limited  in  my  view  to  public 
benefit,  I  have  not  been  very  faltidiotis  in  my 
choice  of  expreflionsj  I  offer  this  apology  alone 
to  literary  critic ifml  ' 
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AS  it  is  probable  that  I  {hall  not  again  trou¬ 
ble  the  public  on  this  fubjed,  I  cannot  difmifs  it 
finally,  without  apologizing  for  the  too  fre¬ 
quent  intrufion  of  a  very  private  name  into  a 
public  queftion.  It  could  not  communicate 
additional  weight  to  the  arguments  I  advanced; 
and  it  may,  perhaps,  have  conveyed  an  impref- 
fion  of  arrogance. 

An  accidental  circumftance  unlooked  for, 
indeed  reludantly  acquiefced  in,  originally 
brought  forward  my  fignature.  I  have  fince 
continued  it  to  the  various  trifles  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  fubjed.  In  a  caufe  fo  immenfe, 
which  combines  fo  many  of  paflions  and  pre¬ 
judices  extremely  diverfified  publications 
might  appear,  in  which  I  fhould  not  willingly 
be  implicated.  Such  I  have  feen,  from  in- 
difcreet  adherents,  grofs,  perfonal,  and  un¬ 
worthy  ;  to  which  the  advocates  of  juftice 
ought  never  have  defcended,  I  follow  in  this 
condud  the  example  of  the  man,  who  firft 
brought  the  queftion  of  unqualified  Catholic 
fuffrage  before  the  public  ;  who  excluded  from 
the  fenate,  in  which  difcernment  or  gratitude 
ought  -  ftill  to  have  detained  him,  has  not 
hefitated  on  a  Ids  dignified  theatre  to  become 
our  champion.  This  is  but  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  applaufe  to  which  Mr.  Jones  is  entitled. 

Thefe 


(  52  ) 

Thefe  eflays,  infignificant,  if  they  be 
eftimated  by  intrinfic  merit ;  great,  if  the 
intention  could  communicate  value,  I  dedi¬ 
cate  to  the  Irifh  Catholics.  May  they  receive 
from  the  Proteftant  people  and  legiflature, 
enlightened  to  the  true  intereft  of  their 
country,  that  fubftantial  and  unqualified 
redrefs,  which  only  it  becomes  them  to 
afk,  and  their  brethren  to  communicate. 
General  concord  and  profperity  mult  be- 
the  confequence.  If  I  have  in  the  humbleft 
manner  contributed  to  promote  their  intereft, 
I  am  rewarded  ;  if  they  think  fo,  my  moft  fan- 
guine  wiflb  is  gratified. 


